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It is very positive to note that the number of applications received for CPVRs from 

27 April 1995 to 31 December 2013 was 48 055. In the last 10 years the number of 

applications has stabilised, averaging about 2 500 applications per year. The number of 

varieties protected under the Community system over the last 10 years was 21 550. This 

indicates the stability of the system.

I would like to thank the members of the Administrative Council for their valuable input 

during the year and for the contributions they made to the activities of the CPVO.

I would also like to express my gratitude to the staff of the Office for their important work 

and professional attitude.

Finally, I would like to express my sorrow at the loss of our precious colleague François 

Boulineau from the Groupe d’Etude et de contrôle des Variétés et des Semences (GEVES), 

who dedicated his professional career to plant varieties, distinctness, uniformity and 

stability (DUS) tests and the building of the CPVR system in France, and inside and outside 

of the EU. His untimely passing is a great loss.

2.2. Analysis and assessment of the authorising 
officer’s report

The president of the CPVO presented the annual activity report, including the declaration 

of the authorising officer, for the year 2013 to the Administrative Council at its meeting 

in Nitra, Slovakia, on 18 March 2014.

The Administrative Council analysed and assessed the report and came to the following 

conclusions.

•  In 2013 the level of applications was 3 297, a 15 % increase on the previous year, 

due in part to the reduction in the application fee from 1 January 2013. Fee income 

remained relatively stable, with an increase in annual fees and examination fees being 

offset by a reduction in application fees and interest income. The budget out‑turn was 

significantly lower than in 2012, and at EUR 339 000 is close to equilibrium. The free 

reserve has also fallen for the first time since 2008.

•  The Administrative Council takes note of the results of the internal audits. It will pay 

attention to the follow‑up to the business process review.

•  The Administrative Council takes note of the information on ex post verifications, 

negotiated procedures and the confirmation of instructions.
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The first proposal received widespread support during the meeting, whilst the second 

one required further investigation. The third option was discarded by most participants. 

The CPVO will therefore analyse the first two options in greater detail during the course 

of 2014, whilst also seeking the assistance of its stakeholders concerned by the matter.

10.1.4. Fruit species

The number of fruit CPVR applications in 2013 increased to 255. Over 75 % of the 

applications were made for varieties of 10 crops. The top three crops in 2013 were peach, 

strawberry and grapevine. A significant decrease compared to previous years was noted 

for apple applications.

Discussions with the stakeholders in the fruit sector continued in 2013 with regard to ways 

to optimise DUS testing for this sector. The results were presented of the R & D project, 

carried out by the entrusted examination offices for a set of species, on the differences in 

results between the first satisfactory fruiting period and the second satisfactory fruiting for 

varieties that have completed DUS testing in recent years. It was established that reducing 

the number of observation years would lead to a less reliable variety description. It was 

questionable, though, whether this would affect the reliability of the title being granted. 

The issue will be further investigated in 2014.

Species 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total (1995–2013)

Prunus persica (l .) Batsch 64 68 54 46 43 725

Fragaria x ananassa Duchesne ex r ozier 18 25 35 31 39 456

Malus domestica Borkh. 30 19 17 27 15 399

Prunus armeniaca l . 8 7 7 27 11 221

Vitis l . 16 15 15 10 34 171

Rubus idaeus l . 6 5 9 22 13 126

Vaccinium l . 0 4 8 23 19 101

Prunus salicina l indl. 2 6 3 3 8 99

Prunus avium (l .) l . 3 13 1 7 4 96

Rubus subg. eubatus sect. Moriferi & ursini 4 1 2 5 10 35

Total 151 163 151 201 196

Table 5: number of applications of the 10 most important fruit species from 2009 to 2013, with a total covering 1995–2013






























































































