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Both public and private sectors are involved in Plant Breeding in Greece. Four public Universities and six 

Technological Educational Institutes accomplish education in Plant Breeding in relevant Crop Science 

and Forest Science Departments. All of the above conduct mainly basic research and thus rarely register 

cultivars. Applied breeding research is mostly performed by the National Agricultural Research 

Foundation (NAGREF) Institutes, focusing on cereals, forages, pulses, cotton, vegetables, fruit-tree 

breeding, as well as breeding of the most important conifer and perennial forest woody angiosperm 

species in Greece. NAGREF have registered many important cultivars through the past decades. Greek 

landraces were among the materials used for developing cultivars at the national level, along with 

imported promising material from foreign genebanks or through international research collaborations. 

For this reason the Hellenic Gene bank plays an indirect, but major, role on plant breeding by collecting, 

maintaining and preserving indigenous material and old varieties. Hellenic Sugar Industry conducts 

research on Plant Breeding and has developed and registered several sugar beet varieties. A number of 

private seed companies in Greece are involved in plant breeding programs and maintain plant varieties 

registered in the national list. In addition, the Ministry of Rural Development and Food is responsible for 

regulating plant genetic resources. The Variety Research Institute of Cultivated Plants acts as a 

controlling service for cultivar registration in the Greek National Catalogue and for cultivar maintenance. 

Last but not least the Hellenic Society for Genetics and Plant Breeding acts as a link between all people 

involved in breeding (universities, research institutes and private sector), promoting scientific interaction 

among plant breeders.  


