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Plant patenting and plant variety protection,
an exchange on practices

The Community Plant Variety Office was pleased to host a workshop with many officials of the European
Patent Office (EPO) in Angers on 21 and 22 September.

This workshop was organised in the framework of the Administrative arrangement signed between the
CPVO and the EPO on 11 February 2016 in which the two organisations agreed to further strengthen their

relationship through the exchange of information in the area of plant-related patents and plant variety
rights.

The workshop aimed to increase technical awareness and legal expertise among experts from both
organizations through the exchange of knowledge and information on plant patenting and on plant variety
protection. The experts visited the testing station of the French examination office, GEVES, located in
Brion. The workshop was also the opportunity to share working practices regarding the use of databases
and other working tools in both organisations.

Martin Ekvad, President of the CPVO and Heli Pihlajamaa, Director Patent Law at the EPO, welcomed the
fruitful and very useful workshop for both organisations and look forward to further cooperation.

The organisation and participation of the two organisations in conferences, courses, workshops and other
meetings of mutual interest with the aim of maintaining high quality decisions in both institutions will
complement this cooperation.

For further information

Visit our website: www.cpvo.europa.eu or follow us on Twitter W@CPVOTweets
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CnysBa Ha OBWHOCTTa 33 copToBeTe pacTeduA - Oficina Comunitaria de Varledades Vegetales - Odridovy Gfad Spolecenstvl - EF-Sortsmyndigheden - Gemeinschaftliches
Sortenamt - Uhenduse Sordiamet - Kowotikd Mpagelo Qurikiv Moy « Community Plant Variety Office - Office communautaire des variétés végétales - Ured Zajednice za
zastitu biljnih sorti - Ufficio comunitario delle varieta vegetall - Koplenas Augu skirnu birojs - Bendrijos augaly veisliy tarnyba - Kozéisségi Novényfatja-hivatal - L-Ufficju Komunitarju
dwar [Hvarjetajiet tal-Pjantl - Communautair Bureau voor plantenrassen - Wspélnotowy Urzad Ochrony Odmian - Instituto Comunitdrio das Varledades Vegetais - Oficiul
Comunitar pentru Soiuri de Plante - Urad Spoloenstva pre odrody rastlin « Urad Skupnosti za rastlinske sorte « Yhteisén kasvilajlkevirasto « Gemenskapens véxtsortsmyndighet



